MEDIEVAL RECONCILIATION

THE S TO RY of Indian culture is one of continuity,
synthesis and enrichment. We have already seen how the
early periods saw the reconciliation of many opposite strands.
The same process of conflict and synthesis, but intensified a
thousand times, occurred with the advent of Islam in India.
For the first time in recorded history, Indian religious and
social systems were faced with a system which was equally
well-formulated and definite. The clash between them was
accentuated by the contrast between their outlooks. Hinduism
had in it an ascetic and other-worldly phase. In its concentra-
tion upon the Absolute, it relegated the affairs of the world to a
position of insignificance. This was the aspect which Islam
found dominant when it appeared on the Indian scene. Islam
on the other hand was non-ascetic and centred upon this world
in a conception of life which was vital, organic and social.
The younger faith challenged the assumptions of the old and
shook its social structure to the very foundation.

Out of the conflict and contrast between the two outlooks
arose problems which it was the task of Indian culture to resolve.
At first sight the present struggle between Hindus and Muslims
suggests that the solution has not been complete. When we
consider the volume of the population and the many points
at which their lives impinge, what is surprising is not that
perfect fusion has not yet been achieved but that there should
have been the degree of synthesis which has actually been realised.
Besides, we also find that wherever there are points of conflict,
these centre round material thifigs. The history of India in
the Middle Ages, as indeed of all races at all times, is a story
of struggle for political power, and economic supremacy. We
can hardly find any trace of religious or communal conflict.
The Mussalman no doubt fought the Hindu in medieval India.
The fight was scarcely ever, if at all, fought over religious or
communal issues. Conflicts  between Muslims and Hindus
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